EXPERIENTIAL WORKSHOP

 ‘TAKING THE RISK TO LOVE’

‘Self-Advocacy and Relationships in Residential Services’

This workshop offered participants an opportunity to explore and discuss how people with an intellectual disability can build strong and lasting adult relationships whilst living in a Residential Service
Service Users are becoming more independent and involved with advocacy organisations, which assist with individual choices and life options. The challenge for Residential Service Providers is to be able to encourage and support a divergent range of options.

Recently, the New Zealand Government directed that Residential Service Providers create and implement new ‘Relationships and Sexuality Policies and Procedures’

One new self-advocacy initiative has been for the Community Support Group – the CSG (1), to create and present interactive workshops for people with an intellectual disability 

This year, the CSG has presented a workshop informing their fellow Service Users (3) of their right to choose their own relationships and their right to ask for staff support in maintaining those relationships

Over the next few months, the CSG plans to also present ‘Self-Advocacy - Relationships in Residential Services’ to the clients of other Residential Service Providers in their area

The CSG was pleased with their presentation at the ASSID Conference in Canberra. They also enjoyed meeting up with the Australian advocacy group – ‘Our Voice’, and the many other people they met at the conference

Those who contributed and presented:

Three CSG Members:

· Simon Atkinson

· Robyn Rainey

· John Lambie

Two Assistants:

· Pamela Shanks

· Marg Matheson

Note 1: Hohepa Canterbury’s Self-Advocacy Group 

Note 2: Workshop Title - ‘Self Advocacy - Relationships in Residential Services’

Note 3: Hohepa Canterbury is a Residential and Vocational Service for people with an intellectual disability in Christchurch, New Zealand
