
TRANSITION

A MAORI PERSPECTIVE



TRANSITION 

A CHANGE FROM ONE FORM

OR CONDITION OR TYPE TO 

ANOTHER OR THE PROCESS 

BY WHICH THIS HAPPENS



DYNAMICS 

OF 

WHANAUNGATANGA



WHAKATAUKI

Ko tona mea nui

He tapu, he tapu

I tau te tapu ki te whenua

ki te tangata hoki

He tapu nui, tapu mana

tapu Atua



TAPU

ÁTapu relating to being 

ÁTapu relating to restrictions

ÁTapu relating to value, dignity and worth 

by reason of being 

ü links with Atua

ü links with tangata

ü links with whenua



TAPU

ÁInherited through whakapapa

ÁTe tapu I te Atua is the source 

of all tapu, dignity and fullness 

of being

ÁTapu is that intrinsic value

ÁTapu is that substance, that 

potential of a person to 

become



TAPU O

ÁExtension covering te tapu I te tangata

ÁLinks to Atua, tangata, whenua

ÁCeremony           

ÁKawa

ÁRestrictions

ÁWhakawatea

ÁWhakanoa



PRINCIPLES FOR ADDRESSING TAPU

TIKA

PONO

AROHA



TIKA

WHAT IS RIGHT AND PROPER, BY REASON 
OF THE NATURE OF BEING

ÅIts relationship to other people

ÅIts relationship to whenua and other created 
things

ÅIts link with the spiritual realm, the source of its 
being, IO, the intrinsic worth that commands 
respect, and calls for response in principle and 
action



PONO

Integrity, faithfulness to tika and/or aroha

It is the virtue that reveals reality, that motivates

and challenges us with regard to both tika and aroha

ÅIt challenges tika to action

ÅIt challenges us to be tika in what we do and how 
we do it

ÅIt challenges tika to be consistent

ÅIt challenges aroha to be tika and not to violate 
tapu; by a misplaced and/or misguided aroha



AROHA

Having a regard for oneself that makes one 
�V�H�H�N���R�Q�H�¶�V���R�Z�Q���Z�H�O�O�E�H�L�Q�J�����7�K�H���I�H�H�O�L�Q�J���R�I��
wellbeing, gives a sense of joy, 
contentment and peace of mind

Having regard for other people that makes 
one seek the restoring, reconciliation of a 
diminished wellbeing, to bring them to a 
place of hohourongo. This is aroha as 
compassion


