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What is the Intellectual Disability 

(Compulsory Care and Rehabilitation) Act 

2003?

ÁPrompted by amendments to mental health 
legislation

ÁAn Act for individuals with an intellectual 
disabilities who are going through the CJS

ÁDesigned to fill a gap ïdoes it?

ÁA unique departure from other western 
jurisdictions

ÁVery strict criteria regarding eligibility

ÁAlternative to incarceration



Why me?

ÁSocial justice focus

ÁNew legislation ïstill developing, no 
research examining the implementation

ÁInteresting departure internationally

ÁReally interested in the impact on the 
individuals involved ïare their lives 
better?!

ÁNeed for much more research!



The question that will be explored in 

the current research isé

óWhat discourses come into play when 
participants speak about care recipients 

under the Intellectual Disability 
(Compulsory Care and Rehabilitation) 

Act and how do those discourses 
construct individuals who are subject to 

the Act?ô



What does this question 

mean?

Or what is my methodological framework?

ÁQualitative research ïbased on what 

people tell me about their experiences. 

ÁSocial Constructionism framework ï

underlying belief that we live in a socially 

constructed world (Willig,1999)



Social Constructionism

ÁCritique taken-for-granted knowledge

ÁKnowledge is both located within and 

produced by a specific cultural context

ÁKnowledge is constructed through our 

social interactions

ÁIn any interaction a number of 

constructions are possible (Burr, 2003)



Discourse Analysis ð

Discourses?

ÁThe ways that an issue or topic is óspoken ofô, 
through speech, texts and practice.

ÁThese ways of speaking build up a picture

ÁFull of contradictions and these can tell you a 
lot

ÁMultiple discourses at play

ÁDiscourses are productive and constitutive 
creating a particular version of the truth

ÁWhat do these ótruthsô tell us about ócare 
recipientsô?


