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Functional Behaviour Assessment –
fundamental skills for 

disability professionals supporting 

people with behaviours of concern

Assoc. Prof. Keith R. McVilly

Dr Lynne Webber 

Department of Human Services

Today’s Workshop
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What is behaviour?

•

•

•

What is a ‘behaviour of concern’?
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What do we know is important when supporting 

people who show behaviours of concern

6

Professionalism in Behaviour Support
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Comprehensive Assessment is Essential

Why Bother with Functional Assessment?
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Functional Assessment

Deakin University

How to Conduct a Professional 

Functional Assessment
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Deakin University Slide 11

Potential approaches to Functional Assessment

Options for FBA Data Collection

>

>

>

>

>
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What information are we looking for? 
The communications hypothesis – cf Durand & Crimmins

Deakin University Slide 14
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Video

Group Work
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Deakin UniversitySlide 17

Deakin UniversitySlide 18
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Selecting an approach to data collection

•

•

•

•

Deakin UniversitySlide 20
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Deakin UniversitySlide 21

Behaviour Analysis Form

Deakin UniversitySlide 22
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Observation Sheet

Deakin UniversitySlide 23

How would you use this information 

to write a behaviour support plan?
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Looking for Information

http://www.aaidd.org/
http://www.assid.org.au/
http://www.bild.org.uk/
http://www.iassid.org/
http://www.dhs.vic.gov.au/disability/about_the_division/office_of_the_senior_practitioner

